GLORY DAYS WITH

THE ACE OF SPACE

Once a simpler sun shone. Breve, bronzed heros rode the Bpaceways, probed
eerie worlds, shot it out with the bad zuys. At thet time the Solar Sy=stem
swarmed with life. From the Sun's core to the fromen cliffs of Pluto,
civilisations flouriaked snd there was trads, adventure, struggle.

Through all this, riding on blazing jetas, roarsd a splendid herg — Cantain
Puture. Born Curt Newton he was(is, shall be} yourg, lithe, red-hepded — a
Fighting, lsughing, scientific genius, From 1940 un+il 1951, in tweniy novels
and seven short stories he was Earth's gond champion and defender.

In thet worthy role he was sided by Greg, e slow-wittsd roebot; Oths, =
synthetic many and Simon Wright, 2 bodiless brain in a arygtal case. These
were the Futuremen — and supporting them were Joan Randell, The Girls; and
Ezra Gumey, the Good Gray Marshall of the Spece Patrol., Plus inhabitants of
tlie Solar System, selected star clusters and varipus dimensions.

The firat issue of Captain Future sots ihe tone for the rexs six years, In
Ceptain Future and the Space Emperor(Winter 1940) a murdercus hooded fiend of
cerime, and his nordes of leering henchmen, uses siper science %o thresten the
solar gsystem, until the Futuremen cut them down. The action is fogt, viclant,
simple. Terrible doom menmces, Astounding sdventures. Incredibls slighta.
Interplanetary copa and robbers — hot—eyed Space Opera. All told by Edmond
Hamilton, an old old pro of the pulpa.

Calling Coptein Puture(Spring). Captain Futuve's Challenee(Summer), The
Triumph of Captain Future(Fsll), The series rings with ghost echoes from other
pulp magazines. But who cares if Future and his nides have sironz Doo Savage
overtones, if the stories have the shaps of thoze in The Phantom Detestive? Here
is & plece from The Shedow Magazins, There a fregment of an B, E. Smith concept.
But who eares! Let the cotion roill

Winter 1941: a descent into sub—stomic worlds via the code hidden in Captaln
Future and the Seven Space Stones. Spring: Star Trail to Glory and battles with
the machine men of Mercury. In Summer The Magielsn of Mars snd an invisible
citadel of erime. Fall, The Loat World of Time and a world = hund=ed million
years in the pasat iz saved. Savad!

By 1942 the Solar System is proving too amall for Curt Newton's oxplolts.
Quest Bayond the Stars(paperback +itle: Captain Puture's Quest) in the Winter
issue leads him to the heart of the galaxy where s machine continuously creates
matter., Spring: The Qutlaws of the Moon, in which he returns %o BEuorth and 1s

promptly framed for the murder of the President(He didu't do it — raallyl),
Then it's off to a visit to Haley's Comet(Summer: The Comet Kings)und its
electrified psople, With Planets in Peril(Fall) he agsin leaves “he Solar

Syetem to battle for the freedom of enother universe,

= ROBERT SAMPSON



Wartime paper shortages cut Ceptain Future to three issues in 1943, Face
of the Deep (Winter) shipwrecks the Futuremen and a load of homiecidal killers on
a disintegrating world., The next novel (Spring), Worlds to Come, is the first
written by Brett Sterling (William Morriscn). This sfory pits the Futuremen
against inveders from snother dimension. Finally, Siar of Dread ( summer) by
Hamil ton matches them against a mutation machine manufacturing multitudes of
monaters.

The final issues of Captain Future were published in 1944. Magic Mcon
(Winter) whizzes all gbout the Soler System with a motion picture company,
bringing, ineidentally, that ringing phrase, "The Ace of Space,™ into the
language. In the Brett Sterling Spring issue, Days of Creation (peperback
title ¢ 10th Planet), Newion gets empesia and has many hard times.

Now the series moves bodily to Startling Stories. In the Spring 1945 issue
asppeaers Red Sun of Danger, another Sterling (Donper Planet is the paperback
title). Next, Outlaw World appears in the Winter 1946 issue. It's amnesis time
again as Newton, temporarily, becomes a space pirate. Finally, in Fall 1946
Manly Wade Wellman contributes his cnly novel, The Sclar Invasion. This brings
back The Maglelian of Mars for his third and final appearance,

Then, for four years —— silence.

Not until 1950 is there further word from the Futuremen. Then they retumrn
in a fine seriea of seven short stories, published in Startling Storiea.
Immedigtely we plunge into = world altered significantly from earlier years.
Newton has reached a strange new maturity. Having become harder, grimmer, he
moves through odd stories of regret, subtle loss md ssecrifice. Each story
deala, in some wsy, with temptations of abaclute power and the pein of relin-
guishment, The tone is adult, full of complex motives and disillusionment.

In The Return of Captain Puture, Newton has returned from Andromedsa with a
strange creature that turns out to be the last of an elder master race. Reviwved,
it siezes control of Joan Randall. To save her Newton permite it to sieze his
own mind - but for a reason. The story is excollant. In May comes the superb
Childrep of the Sun. In this Newton, secking s loat friend, is tranamuited into
an energy creature and plunges into incredible fresdom at the heart of the Sun.

Ihe Harpera of Titan, published in Sepbember, is Jimen Wright's story.
Surgically emplaced in a dead man's body, Wright meets the terrible gentle
Herpers, prevents a native uprising and encounters, szmin, the egqually terrible
delighta of living in the flesh.

At this point the series is interrupted by a story featuring Grag. None of
the comments about these stories spplies hers. Pardon My Iron Nerves (November)
iz s trifle; it legbours to be comic but comes out low vaudeville.

The January 1951 issue, Moon of the Unforgotten, contimiesa the high-emotion-
content stories. BEzra Gurney, investigeting the diseppesrance of elderly people
on Jupiter, learns the cause personally in a bitterly poignant story. Esrthmen
Ho More (May) is a cutting &tudy of elienstion. It's the hard, decent frontier
and corrupt ecities dichotomy —— the future seen through the eyea of a man from
the past., Newton, struggling to overthrow a rocket fusl monopoly, is grim,
implacable, full of bitter humour, rage ond sardonic cutbursts. Strange emoticns
for a pulp here. AR a curicus sidelight Qtho comes totelly aslive as an
individugl of complex and unsuspected depths, subtly slien, as befits an
ar{ificial man.

The final story, Birthplece of Creation, evpears in May., We return te the
scene of Captain Future's 1942 quest. A misguided scientist steals the secret
gf the location of the matter-cresting machine at the core of the galaxy. lewion
(please see the fcot of the next page......-
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CLORY DAYS WITH THE ACE OF SPACE (continued)

js barely stle to redress the damgge as the idealist crestes a torrent of new
worlds. Newton's intense personal struzgle azainst the desire %o wiel@ thaF
god-like power himself is vividly told and the story stands as a splendid finale
to the Captain Futurs series.

S0 the record exiets, 8iz yasare pf spEca opera, Two yvears of something
TOTE, A hero who begen in perfection end endsd as a flawed man, grim, alone,
gripped by peychological wounds we can berely understand. He saw foo much.

But it makes for fasclnating reading.

== Robert Sampson



